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2016 is finished and here | am at 
the beginning of 2017. Last year 
was great in most respects (other 
than the obvious downside of my 
Lynn’s health) but we are so posi- 
tive that it is pushed well into the 
back of our minds and we are not 
letting it spoil things — but 
obviously it niggles away...but 
enough of that. 

We travelled a lot last year and 
really enjoyed some great new 
experiences and | managed to 
photograph most of the places 
and looking back at the albums | 
think | have captured all the quirky 


things we saw and the great folk 
we met on route 


A great Xmas with the family and we really had such great fun together that | know it was special time for 
everyone and we followed it by the train trip to Skye for Hogmanay with its travel problems. The time 
spent there was really memorable and when we got back the weather became colder and wet and this 
time of year is my least favourite. | would love to go somewhere sunny between November and February 
and return to enjoy the best of the UK for the rest of the year............ maybe...?? 


Politically the world seems set for changes with the Brexit problems hovering and Trump’s inauguration 
in a few days. | am sure when reading this, it will all have happened, but | am writing this with our 
thoughts and fears influencing what | write. Over here | guess we will feel financial changes with foreign 
exchange making imports much more costly coupled with the financial market being depressed as change 
and uncertainty influence stock markets. Fuel prices are increasing and some imported goods have al- 
ready increased in cost. | feel that it will be countered by our exports being more competitive so it will 
balance out. | am sure that, despite murmurs to the contrary, the City will remain the hub of the financial 
market. It is too established to be superseded by the likes of Frankfurt etc.. It will take time to settle 
down and the only misgivings | have is that we will not negotiate well for the benefit of the UK. | really 
wonder if Teresa May is the right one?? But! cant see anyone better in the wings. 


The US is, like the UK, in a situation where no-one really knows which way Trump will lead it and he is his 
own worst enemy with spouting forth before thinking about the consequences of his pronouncements. | 
guess if one wants change one has to accept that a maverick like him is bound to be controversial. We are 
not really privy to the big issues and must watch from the sidelines but | feel that people power can top- 
ple him if he does anything too outrageous...or am | being naive?? 


Many famous people have died last year and we feel that when one hears their ages it provokes two 
thoughts: 
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1) | There goes another one of the people that were so popular when | was young...seems | grew up 
with them 


2) Blimey, another one dead and they were younger than me 


| don't read the obituaries but | guess as I’m 73 tomorrow many are obviously in my age group...a sober- 
ing thought but | am still alive and smiling... 


Family: 


Our family are really great and an update re Ben and Tammy is ...not much change. Three (or is it 4) false 
alarms to date where poor Tammy and Ben go through all the motions ending with a “not this time” re- 
sult. We are all waiting for that magic call. They are very stoic but it is a really depressing scenario and 
we all hope upon hope that it will be soon and successful 


Larnie is doing really well and results are great. Even maths is improving although she will never be an 
accountant. Her interviews are all coming up trumps and she has got all she wanted so decision time is 
coming...The boys are all growing rapidly but as we only see them fleetingly | can not give much info. 


DP and Angela are getting on much better and he is able to see the kids more frequently and when we 
see them they are totally great and DP is a really good dad. 


Mum is in our thoughts and although it is sad she did not have a great quality of life towards the end so 
memories of all our folks in earlier times are in our minds and Lynn and | have recently started looking at 
the albums so we are seeing all of them when tey wre so young and different 


Lynny is so wonderful. She never lets on about her fears and as the appointments with Dr Nathan get 
closer (every 3-4 months) it is like the elephant in the room, especially once she has had the CT scans 
and they are forwarded to Dr Nathan and we wait to hear his findings. (Tomorrow, Jan 18 this the cur- 
rent appointment). We are very close and still manage to enjoy life and laugh a lot. 


| was 73 a couple of days ago and enjoy swimming every weekday morning locally at Southgate Leisure 
Centre very early am and Lisa my personal trainer endeavours to help me get rid of my tummy with 
weekly 1 hour workouts. (| have a heart scan in a couple of weeks so wonder what that holds...| have 
been a bit breatless on hills etc) We manage to walk a lot and a phone app keeps us on our 
toes...2.7mph and 2 miles a time so we enjoy the outdoors. 


Japan flights are booked for June/July but we don't want to commit more until we know tomorrow's 
prognosis. 


Last year was exciting with our many great travels and | don't think we stopped laughing despite the 
background health issue so being positive we intend to enjoy 2017 even more..Its our time now. 


Feb 13th 2017 


Lynn had a great birthday yesterday and Trump is causing lots of heated debates with his forthright 
manner. Add this to our exit from the EU very soon and it should be an exciting if ‘bumpy’ time ahead. 


Keep watching this space...... 


on zy 
Four eager diners...(hope it’s 
not roast duck !!) yp’ 


..can’t remember who 


bought the duck. ...lvor seems 


to object to its smell 


Photo History 


Lovely Lisa, my _ personal 
trainer invited all her clients 
to a great Xmas lunch at 
The Fox in Winchmore Hill 


Photo History = Sad The Shard, and the area surrounding it, 


is now pretty well established 


Lynn and | often take a walk around London a few days before 
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Xmas and enjoy the lights and colours and crowded streets. London 


is always special— but at this time of year it is extra special 


Around Kings Cross and 
Granary Square. This 
area is one of the larg- 
est construction sites in 
Europe and is rapidly 
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taking shape. There are 
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already a great number 
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of restaurants and both 
office and _ residential 
developments and | am 
sure the places in these 
photos will change very 
quickly. The cranes at 
the top are where The 
Gasholders develop- 
ment is well under way 


in Granary Square 
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| asked Tammy for a suitable caption for this candid shot 


Phage ety and she came back immediately with 


SECRET SANTA HAVING AN ‘ELF’ & SAFETY MEETING 
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PANCRAS SQUARE, KING'S CROSS 


Close to St Pancras International railway station, 
Pancras Square forms part of the 72 acre King's 
Cross redevelopment. Over 40% of the land area 
has been allocated as public open space. Pan- 
cras Square is the new tranquil centre piece to 
the commercial heart of King's Cross. The 
4,000m2 ‘outdoor room’ has a strong sense of 
place inspired by the atmosphere of a continental 
town square, but without the traffic. 


A giant pin oak marks the entry point to the 
square from Battle Bridge Place. With lawned ar- 
eas and seating beneath mature trees, and water 
cascading through the space in a series of 
stepped terraces flowing towards the view of the 
St Pancras Chambers Clock Tower. Also on the 
square is the new Pancras Square Leisure Cen- | 
tre and public library in the London Borough of 
Camden building. The new office buildings 
around the square are already home to Louis 
Vuitton, PRS for Music and more. These compa- 
nies will soon be joined by Google, media giant 
Havas and Universal Music. In time, a new pe- 
destrian bridge across Regent’s Canal will link 
Pancras Square to Granary Square and the new 


The architects seem to be recreating an industrial rusted look in 
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this new development and | will be interested to see how it look 


on completion. | think it is very innovative 
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Just as this development commenced | catered here & hae 


in March 2009. It was in the early refit stage then. 


As it is now (a very popular restaurant in 
the D & D chain) 
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As it was in February 2007 
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February 2007 | 


February 2007 
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SomGLASS OFC KINGS PLACE 2008 
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Christmas lights in Oxford 
Circus and Regent Street 
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Bond Street 
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The Bond Street version of a ‘do-it- 
yourself’ woolly jumper kit 


Isn’t this how we all imagine a traditional 


Christmas window should look like ? ..... 


...but maybe 


this is more 
21st century 
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: Beauty is in the eye { 


of the beholder 
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don’t wrap it I’ll wear it straight away” 


The St Bernard managed to clear the snow from this unfortunate skier 


Even the little kid in the push- 
chair had fashionable boots 


A really eye-catching window ...but what was it selling??? 
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Burlington Arcade... Runs 


from Piccadilly through to 
Burlington Gardens 


ae ai 
Blii a my 
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= | . © fF —- . gf The Piccadilly Arcade runs 
. bid via R between _— Piccadilly and 
Jermyn Street in central Lon- 
don. It was opened in 1909 


These shopping malls from a 
previous generation are pre- 
cursors to our modern shop- 
ping malls but are only kept 
alive by virtue of their elitist 
clientele and specialised offer- 
ings mainly to tourist shoppers 
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The Royal Academy looking stark but 
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interesting on this cold pre-Xmas night 


The _ lovely 
lighting and 
Xmas tree in 
Waterloo 
Place just off 
Pall Mall 
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Fortnum & Mason 
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The most luxurious department store 
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in the world, since 1707...this is how 
they describe themselves on their 


J 


website 
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.. however it appears not all their staff are so enamoured with their 
business practises and a musical group outside were protesting 


We love their indul- 
gent chocolates but 
feel that the food 
generally is now 
available at many 
specialist shops in 
more variety and 
better quality. We 
feel that Fortnums is 
resting on its laurels 


We finished our London walk 
at Bill’s in Covent Garden, part 
of the Lyceum Theatre Wel- 
lington Street . 


The great small group playing 
outside enjoyed the hot choc- 
olate we sent out to them 


Ralph and Lynn - thank you! 
What stars you are! That hot 
chocolate was wonderful 
and such a treat. It’s a treat 
just to perform there and 
bring a bit more sparkle to 
one’s evening! So glad you 
enjoyed it. 


Have a wonderful Christmas 
and thank you again! Jules 
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Tammy & Ben treated us to a steam train journey. We got the train 
early am from Paddington and enjoyed breakfast while we steamed to 
Minehead and then on by coach to a carol service at Dunster followed 
by a great return trip with a Christmas dinner. A long day but fabulous 
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The Priory Church of St 
George’s Dunster The church 
was started during the 11th 
century. The tower was built 
by Jon Marys who received a 
contract from the parish in 
1442. He was paid 13s 4d for 
each foot in height and £1 for 
the pinnacles The work was 
completed in three years. 
Aisles were added in 1504. 


Steam engine on the hand turn- 
~ table at Minehead station | 


PREMIER DINING 


Our train and party were wel- 


comed by the local pi pers 


Peachy our 
star French 
toast chef \ 


_ DP & the kids came at Xmas and we had a really smashing few days to- 


gether. Ben & Tammy came with Larnie for Xmas lunch and Norma came 
with her sister, Hilary. Ivor & Judy popped in in the evening and it was 
probably one of the best Christmases we can remember.. 
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“Give me 
one Judy” 


Happy Christmas at 
home..Dec 2016 


We took the kids skating at 
Somerset House on Boxing Day 
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Hogmanay (New Years Eve) on Skye 


We took the overnight Caledonian Sleeper 


from Paddington to Fort William and then a 
local train up the West coast to Mallaig. Un- 
fortunately when we arrived there we found 
the ferry across to Armadale on Skye was can- 
celled due to gales so we had a 140 mile re- 
turn trip by taxi and with a lift from another 
stranded couple via The bridge at Kyle of Lo- 


calsh. However the hotel etc made it well Hogmanay on Skye 
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worth while 


The scenery is so special that | really have a problem 


selecting a just a few for my ‘Photo History’ book 


| found it very flatter- 
ing that the hotel used 
my photos in their ad- 
verts and emails.. 
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Because the climate is very 
rainy and constantly damp 
the beautiful lichen is evi- 
dent on many of the trees 
and branches along our 


walks 
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“| never thought 
I’d find a bird as 
pretty as you !!” 
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ture that is special but 
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Am Praban Bar . 
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Music from 


Canapes 
Pipe aand Bi 
Bar.opeh until 2an ie 


HOG MANAY 
@ EILEAN IARMAIN 


Music from 9pm 


A really great 5 course Hogmanay 


meal followed by a local Skye band 
in the art gallery/pop-up bar. Then 
fireworks over the sea and pipers 
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Photo History The hotel and walking around the local area in Sleat 
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Both ends of 
the rainbow 


Sleat is a peninsula known 
as "the garden of Skye". 
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Snow on the Cuillins 
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It is a lovely journey on The Caledonian Sleeper 
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A great, comfortable way to travel to Scotland. A good nights 
sleep and breakfast in your berth in the morning 
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Larnie’s 18th with 
friends Ami, Zara, 


Rosie, Jenna and 


Jake 
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Feb 2017 An 
overnight stay in 


Malmaison...Located in 
a converted prison ina 
medieval castle, this 
boutique hotel is in Ox- 
ford Castle Quarter, 


HM Prison & Remand Centre 
Knox Road 

Oxford 

ox41TG 

Tel: O9020 9352100 

Fax: 09020 932101 


(ENJOY YOUR PORRIDGE __| 


PORRIDGE 


emptied 
‘It was a dehumanising 


e and cutlery to 
cells and if all of the men were ¢ 


unfortunate souls who have done es 


as always the same and C 
_ Prison officers meeting P 
often be heard to say, 
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Oxford escorted tours came in 
many prices...now we know why 


this one was so cheap... 


The Covered 
Market 
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The Pitt Rivers Museum is a museum displaying the 


archaeological and anthropological collections of the University of Oxford 
UT B/ Th 7 ia 


A fascinating 
museum 
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A really eclectic 
collection 
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Bath Place Hotel ..Set in a 
cluster of 17th-century 


Around Oxford cottages surrounding a 
courtyard by the 1602 Bod- 
leian Library 


The Radcliffe Camera built in 
neo-classical style in 1737-1749 
to house the Radcliffe Science 
Library (Camera means ’room’) 
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We booked a ‘pop-up’ production of 1984 which was the latest site- 
specific production set amidst the astonishing space-age elegance of 
Oxford’s Mathematical Institute In The Andrew Wiles Building in The 
Radcliffe Observatory Quarter . Jonathan Holloway’s adaptation . 
launches Orwell’s genre-defining dystopian tragedy out of post-WWII 
period gloom and into today’s data dominated world. Everything is 
seen and recorded and the true gravity of our situation lurks behind 
the benign smile of global connectivity. 


It was an excellent evening 


"Orwellian" is now a universal shorthand for anything repressive or totalitarian, and the sto- 


ry of Winston Smith, an everyman for his times, continues to resonate for readers whose 
fears for the future are very different from those of an English writer in the mid-1940s. 
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Unlike London, here the bikes are trusty Wie ! 
old work horses and not Titanium ultra- Ray 
fashionable light-weight models 


After lunch in Jericho we walked 
along the canal into the city . It 
runs alongside The Isis here in front 
of The church (St. Barnabas) 


4 ‘am! 
\ 
\ “il 


i 
In Dec 2015 after two refusals , the plans 
to develop a derelict Oxford boatyard into 
a “Venetian-style piazza” have been provi- 
sionally approved. Oxford City Council 
made the decision on the £20m develop- 
ment at Jericho Wharf It will feature a row 
of townhouses and a community centre 
built around a large Italian-style square. A 
new boatyard is also planned with two dry 
docks and a wet dock — a public swing 
bridge will give public access across the ~ 
Oxford Canal. The site, has been derelict 
Por 10 years 
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to Jericho vi rf a) eee 


ericho takes its name from "The Jericho 
House" (now the "Jericho Inn ) The area 
had been home to iron and brass foundries, 
the Oxford Press & The Oxford Canal but 
Jericho was extensively rebuilt between 
1870 and 1940 when tenements and build- 
ings dating from the industrial revolution 
were demolished. 


“The Old Bookbinders is 

a family-run pub sitting. 
deep in the heart of | 
Jericho 4 


LITALIENNE A LA KONAN ¥ or 
graled cuberguuy, dowcato end moszareiia 
with @ emeumber tied coer! mille ance 

RILLETIE DE.SAUMON oF 
flakedl salmon wn a fight mayonnaise with chives and temo 


acon, onion, mushroom and red wx Zane 
LE CABILLAUD MORNAY © 
tomato 


